
Direct Instruction Lesson Plan  

 

Name: Michael Santos, Wendy Flores, Sameer Bhatt 

Subject: Social Studies (U.S. History) 

Grade: 8th  

Lesson Title: Causes of the American Civil War 

Standards:  
Content:  
8.10 Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of 

The Civil War. 

ELD:  Collaborative: (Expanding) 1.Exchanging information/ideas.  Contribute To class, group, and 

partner discussions by following turn‐Taking rules, asking relevant questions, affirming others, adding relevant 

information, and paraphrasing key ideas. 

Interpretative: (Expanding) 5.Listening Actively.  Demonstrate Active listening in oral presentation activities 

by asking and answering detailed questions with occasional prompting and moderate support. 

Productive: (Expanding) 9.Presenting.  Plan and deliver longer oral presentations on a variety of topics and 

content areas, using details and evidence to support ideas. 

 

 

Step     Description          Strategies/Resources 

Objective -BTEOTLSW create a T 
Chart graphic organizer 
and identify at the 8 
causes of the American 
Civil War as discussed in 
class.   

 

Anticipatory 

Set 
-Students will do a pair 
share about what they 
think started the Civil 
War.  
-Teacher will show a 
short video about the 
reasons why the North 
and South went to war. 
 

Student Pair-Share. 
 Gettysburg Film: “Billy Yank” talking with “Johnny 
Reb” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-

Fj478kozs  

Input Teacher will pass out 
paper for students to 
create a T-Chart 
organizer that will be 
label with “Union” on one 
side, and “Confederacy” 
on the other. 
-Teacher will divide the 
class into two groups; the 
Union and the 
Confederacy. 

 

T-Chart Organizer 

 

 

 

 

 

Role Playing 

 

 

 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/sciencestnd.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/sbeeldstdg6c.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-Fj478kozs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-Fj478kozs


-Teacher will give 
background information 
on the setting for the Role 
Playing activity. 
-Students will engage in 
building an understanding 
on why one side chose to 
go to war by listing 
reasons on their T-Chart. 
-Teacher will walk around 
and offer assistance if 
needed. 
 

Model -Teacher will present a 
brief powerpoint to 
support their group ideas. 
 

 

Guided 

Practice 
-Students will return to 
their group to complete 
the opposite side of the 
T-Chart. 
-Teacher will walk around 
and offer assistance if 
needed. 
 
 

 

 

Check for 

Understanding 
- Teacher will present a 
short film review what 
students have learned. 
Stopping the film to 
clarify. 
 

Histeria! The UnCivil War 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZajcXw3aho 

Independent 

Practice 
- Teacher will have each 
group present 4 reasons 
why the Union and 
Confederacy went to war. 
 

 

Response with a White Board. 

Closure -Teacher will engage the 
class by reviewing what 
they have presented and 
summarize what they 
have learned. 

 

Materials Needed:  

 Paper (enough for the class) 

 Pencils 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZajcXw3aho


 


